PPNG STRAINS
We studied 119 out of 129 Pro-and 39 out of 43 Pro-Hyx-Asia+ PPNG strains isolated from March 1981 to October 1982 in Amsterdam. We also analysed 54 Pro-and nine NR out of 68 Asia-PPNG strains isolated in Amsterdam in 1981-2, as well as 44 Proand 24 NR out of 135 Asia-PPNG strains isolated in the same city in 1985.
METHODS
Assessment of /3 lactamase production, plasmid profiles, and auxanotypes has been described earlier.' 4 A strain was considered to require hypoxanthine only if the repeatability of the hypoxanthine requirement was proved. Each batch ofmedia was validated using a reference set of eight strains, two of which had a constant hypoxanthine requirement. The Pro-Hyxstrains were tested three times, and if the requirement for hypoxanthine was lost after the second or third typing the strain was considered to be Pro-. Pros trains were repeat tested once. We did not find an additional hypoxanthine requirement during repeat testing.
Serological classification into serovars was performed as described by Bygdeman 7 Knapp et alconcluded from a study of425 gonococcal isolates isolated from 390 patients that the auxotype/serovar classification system can be used to trace the introduction and spread of gonococcal strains and their eventual elimination from a community.8 Our results confirm this view. We conclude that plasmid characterisation and auxonographic typing in combination with serological classification into serovars are important tools in the surveillance and understanding of outbreaks of infection with PPNG strains.
